Informal Reading Assessment

Materials:

· Three reading passages that approximate the level of the class but include material both beyond and before what you think of as their level.

· A set of cards with the alphabet

· Some sort of flipbook or phonics type game.

1. Starting place – letter recognition/simple phonics.

2. Lay out a few letters on the table – or on paper – and ask the children to point to the letters that you name.

3. Ask them to play the same game with you – they say the letter names and you point.

4. Do the same two activities, this time asking them to pick out the letter which, for example, makes the same sound as the first sound they hear in the word, ball.

5. Put a simple CVC combination out (cat) and ask them to pronounce it. Change one letter at a time – starting with the consonants, but moving to the vowels – and see if they can read them. 

6. Add a few double consonants and silent e words.

7. Test their reading aloud and note: speed, hesitations, mispronunciations, whether they tend to read globally or phonically, mistakes and do a simple check for comprehension.

8. Continue to a harder text – continue until they are basically stumped!

9. If they have ultra difficulty in reading even the simplest text you bring, read a text a loud for them and check comprehension.








                      DATE:

                                      DATE:

	ACTIVITY
	CHECK FOR…
	STUDENT 1
	STUDENT 2

	Point to a letter
	Letter name recognition
	
	

	Tell me a letter
	Knowledge of letter names
	
	

	What letter makes this sound
	Letter/sound correspondence - differentiation
	
	

	Read a letter sound
	Letter/sound correspondence – active knowledge
	
	

	Simple CVC combinations
	Basic phonic rules of vowels and consonants and   double consonants and silent e
	
	

	Reading aloud
	· Speed

· Word Attack Skills

· Global vs. Phonics reader

· Chunking strategies – attention to meaning and punctuation and capitalization

Comprehension
	
	

	Read aloud to the student
	Basic language comprehension
	
	


